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Here we are at the end of the year. Thank God for 

His mercies abound, Kude kwalapha uThixo enathi 

- God has taken us thus far. We are so thrilled to 

bring you this Christmas Edition of The Glen 

Methodist Church Newsletter. Christmas time is 

such a wonderful time for reflections and 

expressing our gratitude for all the blessings we 

have. What a year it has been for this nation – 

exhilarating at the best of times and gut-

wrenching at the worst of times. The brutal killings 

of many women and young girls have been 

disconcerting. Uyinene’s brutal murder, a young 

UCT student, among other, captured our nation 

with short breaths, causing so much mental and 

emotional anguish. We, however, need to 

commend all the good work done in many pockets 

of our churches and society at large to fight this 

scourge of violence against women and children. 

But much more still needs to be done to stop this 

brutal violence. During these times of despair and 

anxiety, we should lean more on our faiths and 

hope. Hope is a greater warrior than despair. The 

psalmist has encouraging words to us all, 

“Weeping may endure for a night, But Joy comes 

in the morning” (Psalm 30: 5). 

We also had many jubilant and exhilarating 

moments – the historical election of Bishop 

Nomthandazo Purity Malinga, the Springboks’ 

stunning victory at the Rugby World Cup, Zozibini 

Tunzi recently winning Miss Universe, to mention 

a few. What fuzzy, heartwarming feelings those 

moments brought to us. As the Glen Methodist 

Church, we also had many delightful moments 

and celebrations as depicted in the photos 

included in this edition. I wish to pay tribute to all 

our ministers, stewards, all our leaders and the 

entire congregation for all the efforts to ensure a 

successful 2019. We appreciate your leadership 

and servanthood. 
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Christmas time evokes beautiful emotions and 

feelings. It is the celebration of the birth of our 

Saviour, Jesus Christ.  What a beautiful gift we 

have in Jesus, nothing compares to it. During 

Christmas time, we also get to take a holiday break 

from a long year and spend joyful times with our 

families and loved ones – and oh all the gifts and 

beautiful decorations all around us. What a 

beautiful sight to behold! 

 In this edition, we have Rev Smanga Bosman 

reflecting on the year it was and his thoughts on 

the election of Bishop Malinga as the MCSA 

Presiding Bishop. The Glen Methodist Church 

celebrated in style her election on the 29th 

September. The organising team did a sterling job 

in putting together her elegant celebration. 

Bishop Malinga was, subsequently, inducted on 

the 17th November.  What a historical moment 

that was! I mean, her induction as the first woman 

Presiding Bishop is breaking a history of over 200 

hundred years. Talk about breaking the glass 

ceiling. More encouraging though is that 

significant progress has been made by the MCSA - 

Rev Yvette Moses, Rev Faith Whitby, Rev 

Charmaine Morgan were also elected Bishops. 

Feminine Power to all these fabulous women. 

Anthony’s words aptly describe the significance of 

a woman leader: 

“The day will come when men will recognize a 

woman as his peer, not only at the fireside, but in 

councils of the nation. Then and not until then, 

will there be the perfect comradeship, the ideal 

union between the sexes that shall result in the 

highest development of the race.” (Susan B 

Anthony, American Social Reformer). 

 

 

Bishop Malinga possesses unmistakable 

authenticity, undeniable experience and a self-

deprecating nature. Unflinching in her beliefs, she 

is known for her delicate candor and has the 

courage to express her views in her quiet 

demeanor. She is a person of rational thought, 

steady, graceful and weighs all her words on a 

scale of love and grace. She is a figure of moral 

dignity and gravitas. Certainly, we can all benefit 

from strong leaders who speak for the moral 

consciousness of this church and of this nation.  

 

We are very grateful to all our contributors; whose 

contributions ensure quarterly publications of our 

Newsletter. To this end, I would love to pay a 

tribute to Dr Martin Brandt who will be leaving our 

church at the end of this year. He has been a 

regular contributor who wrote crisp and lucid 

articles. We wish him well in his new church. We 
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also bid farewell to Rev Philip Sharpe whose 

sermons have been thought-provoking, 

compassionate and uncomfortable at times, as he 

challenged our perspectives and prejudices.  We 

thank God for his ministry – we are truly better for 

it. 

I wish to express my heartfelt gratitude to the 

Editorial team for all their hard work and efforts. 

They have truly been a blessing to me. Nangamso! 

I hope you enjoy this Christmas Edition. I wish one 

and all a peaceful Merry Christmas. May you have 

a spectacular time with your families and loved 

ones. Please drive safely.  May 2020 be our best 

year thus far.  Cheers y’all! 

Until next time, 

Thelela 
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MINISTER`S DESK  

THE JOY AND PAIN OF WOMEN AND MOTHERS IN OUR COMMUNITIES 
 

Dear Friends, 

 

Greetings to you all in the most powerful, and yet loving name of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.  What 

a year of ups and downs we have had!  But, the best of all is: God is, and will continue to be, with us! 

At Synod in May 2019, we celebrated an amazing milestone in the life of the Methodist Church of Southern 

Africa, and the Church of Christ in general, with the nomination of the Rev Purity Malinga as the first woman 

Presiding Bishop of our Church.  What was even more notable was that Purity was voted in through an 

overwhelming majority, which means that the people called Methodists gave her a clear mandate to lead.  

It was also great for us as The Glen Methodist Church community, Purity’s home church, to have a 

Thanksgiving and celebratory service for her on the 29th September.  Thank you to each and every one of 

you who made this memorable day the success it was.  We will be sharing some pictures of what transpired 

on the day in this newsletter. 

While we celebrate this great news of joy, it is with sadness to note the very painful events of Gender Based 

Violence (GBV) throughout our country.  The senseless killings of little girl children after being sexually 

assaulted by the perpetrators, and the seemingly indifference by which these events seem to be accepted in 

our communities, is a call to us all to a reality check of what women and children go through on a daily basis.  

It also challenges us, the Church community, to stand up and be counted in countering this scourge in society.  

I would like to challenge all ministries and organizations at The Glen to include support for people affected 

by GBV in all your programmes for 2020.  But more than that, I urge you to actively take hands with other 

groups in praying for our country, its leaders and the churches, to be better equipped to help stamp out this 

evil in our land. It is only through united prayer that we can be able to withstand the challenges we face as 

a nation. 

As we commemorated the 16 Days of Activism for No Violence Against Women and Children from  25 

November to 10 December, and saw different activities being undertaken especially by men, to bring 

awareness of Gender Based Violence to the fore,  I urge you to continue getting involved in community 

programmes that are planned in your area and, if possible, to assist us to initiate other programmes within 

our own community here. It’s important to know that each little action you are involved in makes a huge 

difference to the lives of others. 

As we celebrate Christmas this year and march on to the New Year, we continue to live in hope that the birth 

of Christ will inspire us all.  To all those who had a difficult 2019, look ahead to 2020 with renewed hope that 

all will be well.  Note this powerful promise  in Micah 5:2 & 4 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you 

are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me  one who will be ruler over Israel, whose 

origins are from old, from ancient times.  He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, in 

the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.  And they will live securely, for then His greatness will reach to 

the ends of the earth”.   

That is the promise we hold on to at this Advent and Christmas time! 

May you all have a Merry Christmas and a God-filled 2020. 

Shalom 

 

Smanga 
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FEATURE 

 

They may be a small group, but The Glen’s Evening 

Women’s Auxiliary are spreading fellowship and 

helping communities not only in Pretoria and 

South Africa but even further afield. 

We have about 12 to 14 members who meet at 

the church every third Monday evening from 7pm 

to about 8.30pm or 9pm to praise Christ, tell of His 

glory and do His works. Most of the members are 

working ladies and enjoy the Fellowship after daily 

stresses at home or work. 

Thanks to generous donations from the 

congregation we are able help recycle various 

items, including clothing, furniture, toys and 

bedding. 

Many of the items are donated by people who are 

downsizing to smaller homes or from people who 

have suffered bereavement and who have items 

they need to dispose of. 

These are allocated the many needs which are 

forever surfacing in the present climate in an area 

which stretches from Mpumalanga down, in some 

cases, to KwaZulu-Natal and Eastern Cape. 

The donations are so appreciated, and the needs 

are found through the International Inner Wheel 

organisation - which is made up of professions 

ladies and wives of Rotarians - who has identified 

needs and works in conjunction with Methodist 

churches countrywide.  The Glen’s involvement in 

the scheme has been formally recognised by the 

International Inner Wheel organisation. 

This project has though taken a back seat, 

somewhat, due to the needs in areas devastated 

by flooding etc., but will no doubt resume once 

more. 

Another project we are involved in is Coins for 

Christ, which has collected over R3,000 so far this 

year,  this has resulted with just odd coins which 

are put into the bottles always available in the 

foyer for you to take home and return when filled 

or whenever.   Quite amazing really that we can 

contribute to church funds in this way with any 

leftover coins at the end of the day week or 

month!!  

If you would like to participate please remember 

that we cannot take 5c coins these are no longer 

legal tender and the bank does not accept them. 

Perhaps surprisingly - in this day of cell phones, 

Facebook and WhatsApp - another of our projects: 

is collecting postage stamps! 

Even in this modern electronic age we are still able 

every July to send down to the Umhlali Methodist 

Church in KwaZulu-Natal a large number of used 

stamps. 

These stamps are trimmed, sorted and sold to 

collectors. The funds go to purchase medicines for 

the very disadvantaged clinics in the rural areas of 

KwaZulu-Natal. 

Fill-A-Bag this is a very needy project we are 

involved in, especially for the two nursery schools 

who recently paid a visit to our church and some 

of the children sang for us.     

We need 70 bags a month to satisfy their needs, 

but sadly this number has fallen drastically, as it is 

not possible to supply a full bag as it is quite costly 

now, about R200 a bag, depending on the offers 

available. 

For members of the congregation who would like 

to contribute to the Fill-A-Bag scheme, bags are 

always available in the foyer, with the list of items 

printed on them.    

We check and pack the bags ready for the schools 

to come and collect from us, each nursery school 

receives 35 bags plus usually 12.5kg of mealie 



The Glen Methodist Church Newsletter    8 

meal each, generously supplied monthly by one of 

our members. 

Our part in the Tops And Tags For Wheelchairs 

project is set to get new impetus with the news 

that The sweetheart Foundation - the biggest of 

its kind in this field - who will help here with the 

transport of the bottle tops and bread bag tags to 

the recyclers and the identification of recipients of 

the wheelchairs. 

So far 58 wheelchairs have been donated, raised 

through the collection of bottle tops and bread 

bag tags, since 2015 and there are now 2,000kg 

ready to be taken to the Foundation.    

Please keep collecting bottle tops - they must be 

plastic, not metal - and the bread bag tags and put 

them in the appropriate containers in the church 

foyer. 

I am in regular contact with the organisers and am 

awaiting a list of the recipients who have received 

chairs; I now have application lists for those in 

need of a chair. 

On the cooking side we have supplied the two 

fetes with our famous Curry and Rice – 

Queenswood and The Glen and, when it is 

possible for a Men’s Breakfast to be held, our 

ladies are always ready and willing to cater for the 

breakfasts and they enjoy spoiling The Glen men 

with their sumptuous breakfasts. 

We certainly are busy bees! 

If you would like to join us, or want further 

information, please contact me on 083 711 9446 

or on email at woodg@intekom.co.za 

Monica Wood. 

President E.W.A. 
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EVENT 

 

THE GLEN WOMEN’S MANYANO FIRST ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

 

 

The first anniversary of the Glen Women’s 

Manyano fell on Sunday, 7th July 2019 and was 

celebrated with the church with Manyano 

members serving beverages and snacks after both 

the 8am and 9.45am services.  

A beautiful flower arrangement was donated in 

honour of the Manyano birthday by Mrs Nombini 

Bundwini and arranged by the ever-creative Ms 

Nomathemba Kela.  

The birthday cake was on display during both 

services and was cut during the second service by 

Reverend Wessel Bentley, assisted by Mama 

Galaletseng Bosman and Mama Gugu Masondo.  

Since the second service was also a communion 

service, members felt especially honoured to 

grace the occasion. 

A wide selection of eats was provided, including 

soup, savoury platters, sandwiches and cakes. The 

children were not to be left out and they were 

catered for with a separate kiddies’ section table 

arrangement stacked with a wonderful array of 

savoury snacks and chips, chocolates, jelly sweets 

and trinkets in bright-coloured buckets. The 

Mamas also entertained the kids, teaching them 

about the significance of the Manyano uniform 

and what the white, red and black colours 

symbolise.  

The members had also extended a special 

invitation to Mama Khanyi Rongo, a former and 

founding member of the Glen Women’s Manyano, 

who graciously agreed to be part of the first 

anniversary celebration.  

A special ceremony was held after the service in 

her honour, where she was presented with a gift 

voucher. 

The Glen Women’s Manyano wishes to express its 

gratitude to the members of the congregation, 

without whose enthusiastic participation the 

celebration would not have been the success it 

was.  
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EVENT 

 

 

 

 

The Methodist Women’s Prayer and Service Union, also known as the Women's Manyano, stands for holiness 

of life, purity of speech, temperance and service to the glory of God and for the extension of God’s Kingdom.  

One of its aims is to encourage a missionary spirit among our people and to raise funds for Mission Work 

and Community needs. 

It is in this spirit that 13 months since its launch, the Glen Women's Manyano made it part of its mission, as 

a way of giving back to the church that houses them, to participate in the church fete. 

Delicious South African indigenous cuisine was on offer. On the menu were widely popular offerings of oxtail 

(which was finished within 30 minutes of opening the stall!), beef curry, umleqwa casserole (aka hardbody 

chicken), ujeqe (steam bread), umngqusho (samp & beans) and chakalaka. 

 A little over R3100 was raised for the church from the Manyano stall alone, with meal prices ranging 

between R40 and R50. All the food was sold out.  Our sincere gratitude goes to the MasterChef teams 

involved in the preparations, and the waitrons at the stall, for rising to the occasion.  

We look forward to the Glen Methodist Church fete 2020. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 
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ARTICLE 

Be bold to proclaim His love 

No room for half-baked Christians 

 

COMMITMENT 
By Renny Stoltz 

 

Revelation 3: 14 – 22 

“And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write: 

These are the words of the Amen, the faithful 

and true witness, the ruler of God’s creation. I 

know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor 

hot. I wish you were either one or the other! So, 

because you are lukewarm – neither hot nor cold 

– I am about to spit you out of my mouth. You 

say: I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not 

need a thing. But you do not realize that you are 

wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. I 

counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the 

fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes to 

wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; 

and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see. 

Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be 

earnest and repent. Here I am! I stand at the door 

and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens 

the door, I will come in and eat with him and he 

with me. To him who overcomes, I will give the 

right to sit with me on my throne, just as I 

overcame and sat down with my Father on his 

throne. He, who has an ear, let him hear what the 

Spirit says to the churches”. 

 

These words are very hard to hear. I have always 

been challenged by them and they prompted me 

to write some thoughts. 

Many people complain that the demands of 

commitment are such that they are just not able to 

comply with them. They feel that the discipline of the 

Christian faith requires far more of them than they are 

able to give. As a result of this, many people lose heart  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and give up what appears to them to be a hopeless 

battle against overwhelming odds. 

In considering your Christian involvement, have you 

ever seriously thought about your life, life in general, 

without Christ and the good news of His love? Have 

you ever considered how empty and hopeless life 

would be if it depended on the ever-changing moods 

of humans? 

 

Commitment to Christ is not only your duty – it is your 

joy and your privilege because it makes you one with 

Him. When you submit to His Lordship, Christ enters 

your life and is with you in every situation. He is there 

to guide and direct you. He shows you the way, so that 

you may not fall. He shares your griefs and joys and 

gives you the words to speak when and where 

necessary. He is your constant companion and always 

wants to be part of your life. 

 

When you consider Christ’s life and ministry on earth, 

you will find that there are no half measures! 

Everything He undertook, He did to perfection. When 

He called people to “Follow Me”, He made it quite 

clear to them that He expected total submission to His 

Lordship. To follow Him means complete obedience to 

His will and to His commandment – to love God with 

all your heart, with all your soul and with all your mind. 

He promises that He will be with us always and 

therefore expects us to trust Him for all that He has in 

store for us. When we allow Christ to live in us and 

work through us and we open ourselves to be used by 

Him, we will experience that wonderful sense of 

fulfilment that comes only from Jesus. 

Especially today, God requires complete commitment 

from His followers to be bold to proclaim His love, 

because in this love-starved, troubled world there is 

no room for half-baked Christians!
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ARTICLE 

BLIND LEADERS AND THEIR BLIND FOLLOWERS 

By Dr Martin Brandt 

 

The Bible warns us about ill-informed leaders and 

their passive followers. “Jesus also told them a 

parable: ‘Can a blind man lead a blind man? Will 

they not both fall into a pit? A disciple is not above 

his teacher, but everyone who is fully trained will 

be like his teacher. How can you say, ‘Brother, let 

me take the speck out of your eye,’ while you 

yourself fail to see the beam in your own eye? You 

hypocrite, first take the beam out of your own eye, 

and then you will see clearly to remove the speck 

from your brother’s eye.’ ”  

(Lk. 6 v. 39-41) 

 

In this parable everyone lands up in a pit because 

no-one knows what they are doing or can see 

where they are going. Jesus is referring to spiritual 

blindness: the kind of blindness that leads us to 

repeat the same old mistakes over and over, 

persist in sinful behaviour, do impulsive things or 

continue to indulge unhealthy practices. The sad 

reality is that people who choose to do impulsive, 

ill-considered things, such as, marry someone 

they just met in a moment of passion or street 

race in a sports car will always have followers. 

Leaders and followers with this blindness end up 

in mind-boggling places or bizarre situations 

where everyone asks: “Now how did this 

happen?!” 

 

Jesus commands in Matthew 15:14a: “Disregard 

them! They are blind guides.” We are called not be 

ignorant followers of unfit leaders. What makes us 

chose to keep on following blind leaders? In the 

parable in Luke 6 Jesus explains that this is due to 

pride and arrogance on the part of leaders and 

ignorance and laziness on the part of those that 

follow them. 

 

Blind leaders are without an understanding of the 

truth, have no appreciation of reality and no 

awareness of the impact of their decisions and 

actions on other people and situations. However, 

their pride and arrogance cause them to pretend 

that they know the truth and they lead with self-

styled confidence. But in reality, they don’t care 

what happens afterwards or who gets hurt in the 

process. They are unable to foresee the outcome 

or are so sure of themselves that they believe 

themselves incapable of failure – causing distress 

and hurt amongst their followers when things go 

wrong. Advice and warnings fall on deaf ears 

because they lack empathy to see another’s point 

of view. This mixture of arrogance, pride, lack of 

empathy and ignorance causes them to offer to 

take the speck out of your eye whilst failing to see 

the beam in their own eye. The pride and 

arrogance of these leaders stems from a false 

belief that they have and know it all. This disciple 

is above the Master and Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Lazy and ignorant followers listen to and receive 

their instruction from blind leaders because they 

do not want to allow the light of truth into their 

minds. To do so requires training, tolerance to 

other points of view and open-mindedness. This 

can only be achieved with hard work and 

character building. They are too lazy to work on 

removing the beam out of their own eye and too 

ignorant to understand the speck in their 
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brother’s eye. Passive complacency puts these 

followers into a comfort zone they are unwilling to 

break out of and they allow themselves to be 

influenced by people who lack integrity, do not 

have their best interests of heart, or who lead 

them on a path of destruction whilst promising 

them short-term success. When they land up in 

the ditch, these people are unable to search and 

find the reasons for their fall and instead blame 

circumstances, the leader or anything else. They 

do not take responsibility for their actions and 

don’t search for their own character flaws that led 

them to the ditch. 

 

Even though blind leaders and their blind 

followers are driven by different motivations the 

outcome is the same. Both believe that they are 

above their Master: blind leaders due to their 

arrogance and pride and blind followers because 

they are too lazy to become trained like their 

Teacher, Jesus Christ. Both are self-centered and 

thus only see the speck in each other’s eyes whilst 

ignoring the beams in their own eyes. The leader’s 

blindness brought about by pride and arrogance 

reinforces the follower’s blindness bought about 

by ignorance and laziness. This is why the blind 

end up in staggering places and bizarre situations. 

To break out of this downward spiral we need to 

follow Jesus’ command to disregard the blind 

guides. But this entails much more than just 

ignoring blind leadership. To allow the light of 

truth into our minds we need to become fully 

trained like our Teacher. Only then will both 

leader and follower know the whole truth. Once 

trained we can together in brotherly love and 

inspired by Jesus’ teachings remove beams from 

our own eyes and identify specks in each other’s 

eyes with a view of growing together. We will exit 

our comfort zones and be able to see the truth, 

appreciate reality and be aware of the impact of 

our decisions and actions. This means we will be 

able to make good decisions that benefit all. 

 

The next time a snake oil salesman wants to lead 

you into a get rich plan that does not require 

working for the money, a speed dating service to 

find your future spouse or instant diet without a 

lifestyle change, ask yourself if these activities will 

help you to become fully trained like your Teacher 

and Lord. If a friend or family member invites you 

to an irresponsible activity, before answering, ask 

yourself: “Which beam do I have in my eye that he 

assumes that I must be blind?” Self-reflection and 

continually exposing ourselves to God’s truth will 

help us to constantly remove the beam in our own 

eyes so we can clearly see and not be taken in by 

the speck in the blind leaders around us. 
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ARTICLE 

UNDERSTANDING THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES 
By Claudia Dalebout 

  

While things may seem to be falling apart, they are actually falling into place! 

God wants his children to know his plans; God wants his children to know that he is a God who keeps 

his promises. 

Through the prophets God has revealed his plans. 

In Isaiah 46 verses 9 and 10 God says: “for I am God, and there is no other; I am God and there is none 

like me, declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times things not yet done, saying ‘My 

counsel shall stand and I will accomplish all my purpose,”  

Some prophesies have been fulfilled as we see in Bible history; others are being fulfilled right in front 

of our eyes today and others are yet to be fulfilled. 

Bible prophesy is not meant to scare us it is meant to prepare us. 

From the events that are now taking place in the world we know that we are living in the end times; 

probably the last hour of the end times. But for believers this is good news and the promise of our 

salvation is near. 

Many Bible teachers believe that the most important sign of the end times is the return of Israel back 

to their land and great prosperity in Israel. 

Concerning this, Jesus himself answers his disciples' questions regarding the end times in Matthew 24 

verse 32; the lesson of the fig tree. 

Bible teachers believe that the fig tree is the land of Israel. Israel is now prospering and blooming and 

we are the generation that "will not pass away". We are the generation witnessing this and "When 

you see all these things, you know that he is near, at the very gates". 

Then Jesus goes on to say "but of that day no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, 

but the Father only. The signs of the times will be "as were the days of Noah" - and we have the Bible 

telling us what the world was like then. 
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Bible teachers point out more signs or prophesies being fulfilled right now - or are on the cusp of being 

fulfilled. 

Ezekiel 38 prophesies the alliance of certain nations in the Middle East i.e. Russia, Iran and their proxies 

plotting and planning to attack Israel for various reasons but mainly - according to verse 12 - to "seize 

spoil and carry off plunder". 

In other words, to take the resources like oil and gas, of which Israel now has plenty. 

Isaiah 17 prophesies the destruction of Damascus. 

All eyes are on Damascus as tensions mount in the Middle East. Apparently, there is a large store of 

chemical weapons hidden underground in the city of Damascus Syria. 

In the fight for these armaments the city will be destroyed, and this is likely to be the catalyst for the 

rest of the events described in Ezekiel 38. 

 

Daniel 9 and the 70 weeks in which the angel Gabriel is sent to give Daniel insight and 

understanding.  

It is a wonderful study for every believer to undertake as a study on its own. 

The good news is that God wants us to see and know these things so that we can be prepared and 

ready for when He is going to take his church (the Bride of Christ) out of the world, sparing believers 

the wrath that He is going to pour out on the world during the Tribulation. 

Here is where you can find the good news of the soon-coming "Rapture": 

♥ Matthew 24 - No one knows that day or hour - from verse 40: "Then two men will be in the 

field; one will be taken and one left. Two women will be grinding at the mill; one is taken, and 

one is left. Watch therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 

Jesus goes on to say: "But know this, that if the householder had known in what part of the night the 

thief was coming, (the current signs of the times, the things that are falling into place) he would have 

watched and would not have let his house be broken into". 

♥ 2 Thessalonians 4 verse 16: "For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of 

command, with the archangel’s call, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead 

in Christ will rise first; then we who are alive, who are left, shall be caught up together with 

them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Therefore encourage one another with these 

words.” Then, in 2 Thessalonians 5 verse 9: "For God has not destined us for wrath but to 

obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ". 

♥ 1 Corinthians 15 verse 51: "Lo! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall be 

changed in a moment in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will 

sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed". 

As the time of Christ's return draws near, things are going to get worse for Christians before it gets 

better When we see the world going crazy around us we need to  remember that God has a plan for 

us; one with blessing and not wrath. 

What will Jesus want to find us doing with our talents at that unexpected hour? Reading the Word; 

praying steadfastly and with thanksgiving; but most of all taking what we know into the world; winning 

as many souls as possible for His Kingdom and encouraging one another with this good news. 
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ARTICLE 

LOVING YOUR NEIGHBOUR IN A MULTI-CULTURAL SOCIETY  
By Dr Martin Brandt 

 

The command ‘Love your neighbour as 

yourself.’ There is no commandment greater 

than this” (Mark 12 verse 31) is probably one 

of the most quoted verses in the Bible. It 

originated with the laws God gave to Moses in 

Exodus 20:1–17 and can be found in numerous 

other places through scripture. The 

commandment provides a framework to 

govern relationships between people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the Old Testament the relationships 

described were the relationship between God 

and the Israelites and the relationships 

between the Israelites themselves. Loving your 

neighbour applied to a mono-cultural society 

where everyone had the same needs and these 

needs were well understood. The relation with 

people of other cultures was to do no harm 

and help out in case of a dire situation. But 

usually they were classified as “enemies” 

without giving it any further thought and the 

relationship was strained and uncomfortable. 

 

Who is the “enemy”? Is it someone who is 

armed and ready to invade your home, steal 

from you or hurt you? Does it include hostile, 

other cultures? Yes, indeed. However, in a 

multi-cultural society, the enemy can be more 

subtle. People can claim to love you like they 

love themselves (as commanded in the Bible) 

and only have your best interests at heart. The 

problem is that, in a diverse society when 

assuming everyone has common needs and 

interests, results in people in a group being 

treated according to the needs of the most 

powerful individual, the largest group or the 

richest person. For example: 

 

• The boss sponsors a year-end function at an 

exclusive, remote venue late at night. The 

boss has good intentions but what about 

those employees who don’t own a car or 

are single parents? 

• The shop steward calls a legitimate strike. 

But what about the non-unionised 

employees who forfeit their pay? 

• The mother-in-law who showers the young 

couple with gifts as long as the 
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grandchildren are raised in the family 

tradition. But what about the young 

parent’s marriage relation and the 

grandchildren’s unique, modern 

circumstances? 

 

These people do not fit the definition of an 

enemy but the boss, the shop steward and 

mother-in-law certainly behave like enemies. 

Jesus points this out in Luke 6 verse 32 – 33: “If 

you love those who love you, what benefit is 

that to you? For even sinners love those who 

love them. And if you do good to those who do 

good to you, what benefit is that to you? For 

even sinners do the same.” 

 

Jesus expands the Old Testament laws in Luke 

6 verse 27: “But to those of you who will listen, 

I say: Love your enemies, do good to those who 

hate you.” To do good to your enemies means 

that you need to love them, unconditionally, 

like God loves us with Agape love. You need to 

enter into a relationship with them by showing 

understanding of their situation, needs and 

dreams and then loving them in a way that 

benefits them. Is that not the way you would 

like to be treated by your neighbour? 

Take the time to understand your employees, 

non-unionised colleagues and family 

member’s situation, needs and dreams. 

Although superficially you may have a lot in 

common, you may find that you also have 

many differences and cannot assume that your 

needs are the same as theirs based on what 

you have in common. Loving our neighbour in 

the way Jesus taught us will allow our 

differences to enrich our lives because it 

means that our next your-end function will 

reflect the whole, diverse labour force of the 

company where everyone feels at home. A 

shop steward can only represent union 

members if he really understands their needs 

and the needs of other workers. Mother-in-

law’s gifts need to strengthen the young 

couple’s marriage and also benefit the grand 

children to prepare them for their specific 

challenges and needs. 

 

May you have a Merry Christmas and a 

prosperous 2020. If you have a moment during 

the holiday season take the time to love your 

enemies. Sometimes, it is as simple as to ask 

them: “What will you be doing this Christmas?” 

… “That is interesting, is it a tradition, do you 

do this every year?” 
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FEATURE 

THE GLEN PASTORAL CARE CENTRE 
 

We are grateful and encouraged by how the Glen Pastoral Care Centre (GPCC) has developed and grown 

since 2011. We continue to strive for the mental and spiritual health of all who make use of our services. 

We have hosted four workshops so far this year: “Thinking Straight” on cognitive distortions, “Healthy 

Personal Boundaries”, “Life as a calling” the third of our workshops based on Logotherapy; and “Trauma 

Releasing Exercises”.  

Our last workshop for this year is on “Internet Addiction” and its focus is on Internet Addiction Disorder and 

what it is, hidden dangers of online gaming, how social media affects our mental health, Internet misconduct, 

including bullying, pornography, and harassment; and what a parent or teacher can do.  

This workshop was presented by an expert on the topic, Dr Anke Brand on Saturday morning, 19 October.  

Whereas most of our workshops are hosted on a donation basis, the internet workshop has a fee of R80 as 

we had to pay the presenter a set fee. We are nevertheless hoping to bring in a substantial amount for the 

running of the Centre. We have bought a new couch for one of our counselling rooms and need to build up 

our reserves again.  

It has become a challenge with three counsellors, as well as others, making use of the Centre’s counselling 

facilities. We have therefore arranged to share the adjoining classroom with Kyle as an administration area 

which allows us to use all three counselling rooms for counselling. 

The bi-monthly Support Group has shown much growth and due to the positive feedback from participants, 

we know it is making a difference. It is not only touching the lives of the participants themselves, but also of 

a wider circle, including spouses, family and friends. To avoid “labelling”, we have changed the name of our 

Support Group, from “Support Group for people living with depression and anxiety” to “Support Group for 

Mental and Spiritual Health”.  

There is an open invitation to anyone who needs support to either join the Support Group or come for 

counselling, so do not hesitate to refer people to us. Since continued prayer for what we endeavour to 

accomplish with the work we do at the Centre cannot be overestimated, we would like to invite you to 

partner with us in prayer.  

Thank you for the Glen’s continued support. We look forward to the last lap of 2019, which has proven to be 

a very exciting year for the GPCC.  

Annezka Magalhães-Pinto 
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FEATURE 

 

 

“And from His fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.” John 1 v 16. 

 

EUGENE AND DAWN PERSONAL NEWS 

Trip to the UK:  Eugene and Dawn had planned to attend their daughter, Bronwynn’s wedding in 

October.  Instead, they went over to comfort her and the children as Bronnie’s husband-to-be, was 

murdered.  This has been a very difficult time for all concerned.  However, Eugene and Dawn were so grateful 

that their visa applications were processed very quickly.  It was the first time that the Reynekes were able to 

see these grandchildren.  The Reynekes arrived back in South Africa on 27 September. 

 

Another grandchild:  Aurora Gene was born on 10 September to Toni and Robin.  Thankfully all went well.  

They live in Eugene and Dawn’s home in Pietermaritzburg together with Dawn’s father.  Eugene and Dawn 

were looking forward to cuddling their latest grandchild! 

 

Home Assignment:  Eugene and Dawn have been able to organise attending various meetings in October 

and November in Natal.  Please pray for more opportunities and that people will consider some monthly 

contribution, whatever that may be, as the Reynekes have to prove a “guaranteed” monthly income before 

AIM (American Inland Mission, the organisation under which the Reynekes minister) will allow them back 

into the mission field. 

 

MOZAMBIQUE  

Food mission: Before leaving for the UK, Eugene and Dawn went back to Mozambique in early August to find 

food for their communities.  The trip there was horrendous – they could not get through the Beit bridge 

border post as it was totally blocked up and so they went west to enter Zimbabwe through Botswana, arriving 

at Espungabera 18 hours later – one driver – thanks be to God for His protection and support to keep Eugene 

alert.  Eugene was able to source 10 tons of food (eight of maize and two of beans) and a truck to deliver the 

food.  This time the truck arrived safely, and the food could be packed into the storage facilities (see photos) 

for distribution later.  If you think that there are 12 churches and that these 10 tons will last about six weeks 

if used sparingly, you will perhaps get some idea of the enormity of the food crisis.   

The cost was R75,000 – the funds were from, the quote Dawn, “the faithfulness of the Lord’s children”, for 

which the Reynekes and their communities, were humbly grateful.  Cecilia, who hails from Brazil, and is the 

one remaining missionary at Espungabera (Jenn is in America with her family), was able to hire a driver with 

a “bakkie” to help her and the pastors, distribute the food.   

The Aid agencies have totally withdrawn from the area and so the communities are totally dependent on 

people such as the AIM missionaries for food supplies. 
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Invasion of worms:  It seems as if the worms that have arrived, are “Army” worms.  It is critically important 

the local Department of Agriculture deals with these before the planting season in November otherwise 

whatever is planted, will simply be devoured by the worms. 

 

 

 
 

Electricity restored:  This was really good news to the Reynekes when they were at Espungabera in early 

August. 
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PRAYERS: 

 

Give thanks for:  

• That the Reynekes were able to go to the UK to support Bronnie and her children; 

• The safe delivery of baby Aurora; 

• The donations which made the last food purchase for the communities where Eugene and 

Dawn serve, possible; 

• The safe arrival of the truck with the food supplies and the orderly distribution thereof; 

• The people who are still praying, giving supplies and financially. 

 

 

Prayers of intercession:  

Pray for: 

• Eugene to find further sources of food which will be needed until at least March 2020 when  

the new crops (provided the planting is successful) mature and that there will be an orderly 

distribution of supplies to those in need; 

• Finances to buy more food until the next season of planting produces crops and the fuel to be able 

to continue with the food distribution, including Eugene and Dawn’s trips back to Mozambique from 

home assignment in Natal; 

• The Department of Agriculture in Mozambique will sort out the invasion of worms with the 

appropriate treatments in time for the planting of the new crops; 

• The meetings planned on the home assignment: for open hearts and commitments to financial 

contributions; 

• Supplies of clothing to be found and that the border crossings with these supplies when Eugen and 

Dawn return to Mozambique, will go well; 

 

 

Should you wish to support the mission financially, the banking details are as follows: 

 

Banking details:  

Name of account :  Africa Inland Mission 

Bank   :  Standard Bank 

Branch code  : 025309 (Constantia) 

Account number : 071778845 

Reference  : Reyneke (for financial support for the Reynekes)  

Type of account  : Cheque. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 
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QUIZ 

 

 

 

1. John Wesley was born on… 

�  June 6, 1698 

�  June 17, 1703 

�  December 17, 1703 

�  July 4, 1776  

 

2. John Wesley’s parents were…  

�  Samuel and Susanna  

�  Henry and Anne 

�  William and Mary 

�  Charles and Diana  

 

3. At the age of five, John Wesley was rescued from…  

�  A well he had fallen into 

�  A devastating fire in his home 

�  The sea following a shipwreck 

�  A terrible flood 
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4. The university John Wesley attended was… 

�  Cambridge 

�   Harvard  

�   Oxford 

 

5. John Wesley had a famous conversion moment on London’s Aldersgate Street. Why was he there?  

�  To see a tailor about a new clergy robe  

�  To purchase a new saddlebag for circuit riding  

�  To hear his father, give a sermon 

�  To attend a Moravian society meeting 

 

6.  John Wesley was married. 

�  True 

�  False 

 

7.  What was the name of the first Methodist chapel John Wesley used? 

�  The New Room 

�  Methodist Central 

�  St George’s 

�  Epworth 

 

8. What did John Wesley call his outline for discipleship? 

�  The Wesleyan Quadrilateral  

�  The Bermuda Triangle  

�  The General Rules  

�  The Common Book of Prayer 

 

9. Wesley wrote a book about health. Which of these was one of his tips? 

�  Avoid all tobacco products  

�  Eat only root vegetables  

�  Never cut your hair  

�  Go to bed at 9 p.m. and rise at 4 a.m. or 5 a.m. 
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10. How old was Wesley when he died? 

�  75 

�  87 

�  94 

�  63 

 

To take one of our other quizzes, visit www.UMC.org 
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QUIZ 

 

 

 

1.John Wesley was born on… 

June 17, 1703 

 

2.John Wesley’s parents were… 

Samuel and Susanna 

 

3.At the age of 5, John Wesley was rescued from… 

A devastating fire in his home. 

 

4.The university John Wesley attended was… 

Oxford 

 

5.John Wesley had a famous conversion moment on London’s Aldersgate Street. Why was he there? 

To attend a Moravian society meeting 

 

6.John Wesley was married. 

True 

 

7.What was the name of the first Methodist chapel John Wesley used? 

The New Room 
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8.What did John Wesley call his outline for discipleship? 

The General Rules 

 

9.Wesley wrote a book about health. Which of these was one of his tips? 

Go to bed at 9 p.m. and rise at 4 a.m. or 5 a.m. 

 

10.How old was Wesley when he died? 

87 
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THANK YOU NOTE 

 

I would like to say thank you to all of you at the 

Glen Methodist Church, both staff and 

congregation, for the past three years. 

The relationships that have developed, not bound 

by colour, race or gender have been strikingly 

moving. The ability of you and me to tell and share 

our deepest stories, our deepest pains, our hopes 

and our dreams has been, at times, almost 

overwhelming, but, Oh! So worth it. 

Our journeying together towards a deeper, more 

meaningful relationship with our Lord and Master 

has been the foundation of this. Without that 

foundation, nothing of worth would have been 

achieved. The journey towards knowing Christ and 

making Him known is the responsibility of ALL of 

us to engage upon. As we live this out, our world 

is transformed for the better. 

Thank you to all of you. May you all be blessed. For 

me I look toward a bright future. Christ first, 

Family second, Church third, Others next. 

 I’m going to embark on this journey on my knees. 

There is no better place to begin. 

Philip 
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