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19 November 2015 
 
To: All Ministers/ Organisations/ Units 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 
CULTURAL RELIGIOUS AND LINGUISTIC RIGHTS COMMISSION (CRL RIGHTS COMMISSION) 
 
Warm greetings from the MCO, Johannesburg! 
 
Making headlines presently is the Investigative Study conducted by the CRL Rights Commission in South 
Africa. I will attach hereto the latest Media Statement from our office together with the Submission to the 
Commission by a number of Churches/ Religious Communities led by the SACC, for information. The SACC 
statement is quite comprehensive and does not need to be repeated here. Please distribute it as widely as 
possible. Please note the following: 
 

 The CRL Rights Commission is established in terms of the South African Constitution. Chapter 9. 
You can access their website: www.crlcommission.org.za 

 The main object of the Commission is to promote and protect the Cultural, Religious and Linguistic 
Rights. 

 It is “common cause” that there are religious practices that are a cause of much concern for the 
wider population and these concerns need to be addressed. 

 The concern is the approach used by the commission in pursuing what they call “investigative study.” 
They issued subpoenas and used the name of the SACC as the complainant, which was not the 
case. This has been explained and addressed in the submission to CRL. The relevance of some of 
the questions to the study is questionable. 

 The SACC together with a number of churches which are not member churches requested a 
dialogue in order clarify the purpose of the investigation and well as unpack what is referred to as 
“commercialisation” of religion. The reason for this request and that the hearings be suspended until 
there is this conversation, was to ensure cooperation and best outcomes from working together 
rather than adversarial approach. The intention was to provide space for what the commission exist 
for which among other things “to facilitate full and active participation” by cultural, religious and 
linguistic communities. Unfortunately this request was not granted. 

 We will continue to engage this journey and this will be taken further at the Central Committee of the 
SACC which meets on 25-26 November. This Committee has been broadened to include as much 
consultation as is possible in finding the way forward. 
 

Further concern were the allegations by the Commission that they continue to receive informal complaints by 
members of churches, that some churches refuse to bury people who are “in arrears” with their 
giving/pledges. The MCSA was cited as one of the culprits in this regard. We have submitted that this is not 
MCSA policy. I want to refer my dear colleagues to the provisions of Book of Order (Laws and Discipline) 
paragraph 1.4 on page 210; as well as 3.15 on page 27. The system of giving of the same amount by all 
members as “monthly dues” was disapproved by Conference in favour of proportional giving as members are 
able to give. I need not give scriptural references as I assume these are known by all those entrusted with 
teaching responsibilities in the church. Should there be practices where people are made to pay before burial 
of their loved ones, do know that this is against our policy and practice and all societies are urged to desist 
from such practice as it brings the name of the church into disrepute. “The primary vocation and 
responsibility, in accordance with the value set upon the apostolic ministry in the New Testament and in early 
church, of declaring the universality of the grace by preaching the gospel of ‘a free, full, present salvation’ for 
everyone who repents and belies upon our Lord Jesus Christ.” (L&D paragraph 1.8, page 12). 

http://www.crlcommission.org.za/
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I commend you all for taking the call for being a “Transforming Discipleship Movement” seriously and the 
visible efforts of taking the teaching and caring ministry of the church very seriously. Keep on keeping on. Be 
assured of our prayers as you exercise this ministry. 
 
Let me take this opportunity of wishing you a blessed Advent Season as we prepare to celebrate the birth 
Prince of Peace. Please pray for: 

 The peace of the world as well as healing and transformation, 

 The well-being of society and the integrity of creation. This must be followed by visible actions in all 
our areas of influence, 

 A church that is strong in caring for the all particularly the poor and the vulnerable. 
 
Peace and Grace! 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Ziphozihle D. Siwa. 
A willing follower! 
 
 TOGETHER a transforming discipleship movement! 
 
 


